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1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  Conditions,  and  vital  Statistics  of  the  South 
Cambridgeshire  Rural  District. 

The  Report  is,  in  general,  based  on  the  instructions 
relating  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
contained  in  Circular  2/50  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 

Health. 

•  • 

As  this  will  be  my  twenty-third  and  ’  last  report  I 
take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council,  the  Clerk, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Staff,  particularly  those  of 

the  Public  Health  Department,  for  the  help  and  assist¬ 
ance  I  have  .received  during  my  period  of  office. 

,  ARTHUR  MORGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


.July  1950. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  District  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  112,315  acres 


Estimated  resident  population  .  .  . .  . .  . .  24,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books  7,514 
Number  of  Parishes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

I 

Rateable  Value  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  £86,705 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . .  . .  . .  £346  13s.  9d. 

Social  Conditions  : — 

The  whole  district  is  agricultural  in  character  and,  .with  few  excep¬ 
tions,  there  are  no  industries  other  than  those  directly  or  indirectly 
dependant  upon  agriculture. 

Sawston,  however,  a  parish  with  approximately  1800  population 
and  the  largest  in  the  rural  district,  possesses  several  industries  of  a 
divergent  nature.  A  comparatively  large  number  of  workers  are 
employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Other  manufactories  are  situated  at  Duxford,  Barrington  and 
Gamlingay  and  produce  synthetic  glues  etc.,  cement  and  joinery 
products,  respectively.  The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are 
resident  within  the  rural  district. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . 

211 

189 

400 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

14 

24 

Totals 

221  - 

203 

424 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand 

estimated  resident  population 

17.5 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

16.7 

Still  Births  : — 

Male. 

Female.  ‘ 

Total. 

Legitimate 

7 

10 

17 

Illegitimate  . . 

•  • 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

10  . 

17 

Rate  per  thousand  total  (live 

and  still  births) 

38 

Deaths  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

148 

141 

289 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

•  •  •  •  4 

11 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

11 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

1 - 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  .  Nil. 

(b)  Other  maternal  causes  Nil. 
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Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

8 

5 

13 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

.  (a)  All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  .  .  .  .  30.6 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live 

births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30.0 

(e)  Illegitimate  infants  per  thousand  illegitimate 

live  births  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  41.7 


Comparative  Tables  : — 


1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

Deatlis  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

51 

GO 

48 

44 

51 

46 

]3eatlis  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deatlis  from  influenza  (all  ages) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years 
of  age 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  1949-1944  : — 


Birth  Rate 

1949 

17.5 

1948 

19.1 

1947 

15.6 

1946  1945 

17.1  18.8 

1944 

18.9 

Death  Rate 

11.9 

13.8 

14.1 

13.1  13.7 

15.5 

• 

Table 

Classif3dng  Deaths  under 

Age  Groups. 

Under 

1  year 

Male. 

8 

Female. 

5 

Total. 

13 

1 

and 

under  2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5> 

,,  5 

1 

— 

1 

o 

99 

„  15 

2 

1 

3 

15 

„  25 

2 

1 

3 

25 

99 

„  35 

5 

3 

8 

35 

99 

„  45 

* 

3 

5 

8 

45 

99 

,,  55 

12 

4 

16 

55 

99 

„  65 

20 

17 

37 

65 

99 

„  75 

27 

26 

53 

75 

99 

over 

68 

79 

147 

Totals 

•  •  • 

•  • 

148 

141 

289 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


There  are  no  alterations  to  reeord  in  the  general  arrangement  of 
these  serviees. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

(a)  A  whole- time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  also  acts  for 

the  other  two  Rural  Districts  in  the  County. 

•/ 

(b)  Mr.  A.  C.-  Dyson,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  together  with 
Mr.  R.  J.  Hoyle,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  carry  out  their  desig¬ 
nated  duties  and  the  supervision  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


Laboratory  Facilities  : — 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water,  etc.,  are  made 
by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge.  The  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cambridge,  make  all  the  necessary  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  and  Milk  Samples,  etc. 

Hospitals  : — 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  Area. 


Isolation  Hospitals  : — 

None  within  the  Area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital.  As  from  July  4th^  1948,  no  charges  are  made  for  mainten¬ 
ance,  which  represents  a  considerable  saving. 


\ 


4 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requests  that  information  should  be  given 
individually  in  respect  of  each  parish  in  a  Rural  District  where  the 
population  is  supplied  by  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses  or 
by  means  of  standpipes.  These  details  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : —  > 

•  With  piped  supply  Water  from  Public 

laid  on.  Standpipes. 


Parish. 

Houses. 

Kstirnaled  * 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Population. 

Supplied. 

^  Great  Abington 

..  90 

278 

46 

170 

Little  Abington 

42 

130 

29 

90 

Balsham 

..  157 

.486 

26 

81 

Bart  low 

8 

40 

13  ‘ 

25 

Carlton 

..  39 

105 

13  . 

35 

rH 

Castle  Camps  . . 

75 

247 

i  i 

254 

Hildersham 

13 

59 

26 

86 

o 

Horseheath 

38 

125 

54 

178 

O 

Linton  . . 

. .  257 

8.35 

162 

526 

Shudy  Camps 

24 

75 

48 

149 

West  Wickham 

. .  45 

148 

33 

*  109 

Weston  Colville 

. .  44 

140 

45 

144 

West  Wratting  . 

67 

211 

19 

65 

Sawston 

. .  521 

1563 

90 

275 

Abington  Pigotts 

39 

118 

— 

— 

Bassingbourn  . . 

. .  226 

723 

— 

— 

Kneesworth 

6 

19 

— 

— 

Litlington 

. .  173 

519 

— 

— 

Melbourn 

. .  257 

822 

— 

— 

Meldreth 

. .  173 

536 

— 

— 

Guilden  Morden 

..  150 

489 

— 

—  ■ 

Steeple  Morden 

..  153  • 

491 

— 

Shingay 

16 

60 

— 

— 

Wendy 

22 

86 

— 

— 

Oh 

Whaddon 

51 

173 

• 

# 

— 

o  ■< 

Arrington 

. .  159 

423 

— - 

— 

o 

Croydon 

50 

161 

— 

— 

Gamlingay 

. .  342 

1094 

— 

* 

Little  Gransden 

47 

153 

6 

20 

East  Hatley  .. . 

18 

63 

— 

— 

Hatley  St.  George 

17 

59 

— 

— 

Orwell 

. .  139 

459 

— 

— 

Wimpole 

42 

126 

— 

— 

Great  Chishill 

67 

211 

27 

85 

Little  Chishill 

4 

15 

6 

M  » 

Heydon 

14 

46 

37 

123 

Longstowe 

25 

75 

10 

30 

^  Kingston 

o 

•  •  ^ 

7 

40 

132 

t 

Totals 

..  3,619 

11,370 

807 

2,594 
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The  parishes  in  Group  1  (eastern  part  of  the  district)  with  the 
exception  of  Sawston,  which  has  a  piped  supply  from  its  own  water¬ 
works,  are  all  supplied  from  the  Linton  Pumping  Station.  These 
supplies  are  from  deep  chalk  bores  and  have  been  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

The  remaining  parishes  in  this  part  of  the  area  viz.,  Duxford 
{population  740),  Ickleton  (population  571),  Hinxton  (population  319), 
Whittlesford  (population  1,073),  Babraham  (population  200),  and 
Pampisford  (population  237)  are  still  dependent  upon  public  and  private 
wells.  At  Ickleton  there  was  a  serious  shortage  during  the  summer 
months  which  necessitated  carting  water  twice  weekly  and  storing  it 
in  three  500  gallon  tanks  situated  at  appropriate  points  in  the  village. 

Although  Carlton  has  a  piped  supply  there  are  eleven  houses  in 
an  outlying  part  of  the  village  known  as  Willingham  Green,  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  mains,  to  which  it  was  necessary  to  cart  water  every' 
two  weeks. 

In  Group  2  (western  part  of  the  district)  Great  Chishill,  Little 
Chishill  and  Heydon,  are  supplied  from  the  service  reservoir  at  Great 
Chishill,  constructed  by  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District  Council,  in 
connection  with  the  supply  serving  the  western  part  of  that  Rural 
District. 

Kingston  now  has  a  piped  supply  from  the  Kingston  Pumping 
Station,  owned  by  the  Chesterton  and  St.  Ives  .Joint  Water  Board,  and 
the  mains  are  being  extended  to  the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little 
Eversden. 

Longstowe  has  a  partial  supply  from  a  Pumping  Station  at  Bourn 
in  the  area  of  the  Chesterton  Rural  District  Council. 

All  the  other  parishes  in  this  Group  have  piped  supplies  from  the 
Council’s  waterworks  at  Croydon.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  22  inch 
bore  sunk  about  150  feet  in  the  greensand  and  is  distributed  from  a 
service  reservoir  of  250,000  gallons  capacity  situated  at  the  summit  of 
Croydon  Hill.  All  public  piped  supplies  have  been  well  maintained 
except  at  Longstowe. 

In  this  part  of  the  district,  Fowlmere  (population  452),  Shepreth 
(population  405),  Foxton  (population  469),  Thriplow  (population  379), 
Barrington  (population  440),  Little  Eversden  (population  155),  and 
Tadlow  (population  98)  depend  upon  wells.  Great  Eversden  (popula¬ 
tion  180)  has  no  supply,  due  to  the  one  Public  Pump  having  failed,  and 
water  has  to  be  carted  by  the  Council  twice  a  week. 

A  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  involving 
the  reorganisation  of  piped  supplies  in  the  whole  area  with  extensions 
to  all  the  parishes  without  such  supplies  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
Public  Inquiry. 

The  water  levels  in  greensand  bores  at  Barrington  and  Little 
Eversden  were  so  low  that  it  necessitated’  the  suction  pipes  being 
lengthened  and  the  fitting  of  deep  well  pumps  at  the  Council  Houses 
in  Old  Lane,  Barrington  and  at  the  public  pump  in  Little  Eversden. 

The  supply  from  the  public  pump.  The  Green,  Barrington,  failed 
completely  and  as  it  was  an  old  tined  lined  bore,  it  necessitated  the 
sinking  of  a  new  bore. 
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The  supply  from  the  shallow  well  at  Bournebridge  Council  Houses 
failed  completely  necessitating  a  50  feet  bore  being  sunk  in  the  bottom 
of  the  well  and  the  fixing  of  a  deep  well  pump. 

During  the  year  public  pumps  were  also  repaired  in  the  parishes 
of  Shepreth,  Whittlesford,  Foxton  and  Pampisford. 


Analyses  : — 

Full  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  are  made  monthly  from 
Croydon,  Linton  and  Sawston  Pumping  Stations.  In  the  case  of 
Longstowe,  Great  and  Little  Chishill  and  Heydon,  bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  monthly  supplemented  by  chemical  examina¬ 
tions  once  every  three  months.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated.  ^ 


The  following  statement  indicates  the  results  obtained  : — 
(i)  .Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations 


Western  Area 

..  12. 

All  safe.  Mention  made 

Linton  . . 

..  12. 

by  Analyst  of  turbidity 
due  to  precipitation  of 
iron  compounds. 

All  fit. 

Sawston 

..  12. 

All  fit. 

Longstowe 

Great  Chishill  and 

..  4. 

All  fit. 

Heydon 

..  4. 

All  fit. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  Examinations  : — 

Western  Area  . .  28.  All  satisfactory. 

Longstowe  . .  . .  9.  All  satisfactory. 

Great  Chishill  and 

Heydon  . .  9.  All  satisfactory. 

Other  saniples  taken  included  35  from  Public  Pumps  and  private 
water  supplies  and  of  these  19  were  found  to  be  unfit. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  Melbourn  Housing  Site,  the  general  situation 
remains  unaltered. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  new  houses  on  this  site 
an  underground  septic  tank  and  filter  had  to  be  constructed.  This  is 
intended  as  a  temporary  measure  only,  until  new  sewers  and  disposal 
works  are  available. 

A  modified  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
for  sewering  the  Council’s  Housing  Site  and  the  main  part  of  the  parish 
of  Melbourn  in  readiness  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £44,700. 

A  Public  Inquiry  was  held  and  approval  given  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  sewering  the  parish  of  Linton  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £47,893. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  recently  informed  the  Council  that 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  securing  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  capital 
expenditure,  they  had  decided  to  defer  the  execution  of  this  scheme. 
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A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  for 
sewering  the  parish  of  Gamlingay  in  readiness  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £41,065. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  taken  over  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Weston  Colville,  which  was  previously  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Works  in  connection  with  the  adjacent  displaced  persons 
camp.  This  Camp  has  now  been  vacated  with  the  exception  of  several 
hutments  at  Carlton  Green,  which  the  Council  have  acquired  for  housing 
purposes. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council  also  have  control  over  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Litlington  which  was  similarly  acquired. 

The  conditions  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Sawston  are  still 
unsatisfactory  despite  frequent  desludging  together  with  the  cleaning 
out  of  the  parish  ditch  receiving  the  effluent.  These  works  continue 
to  bear  an  increasing  burden  due  to  the  erection  of  additional  Council 
Houses  and  it  imperative  that  new  works  be  constructed  as  soon  as 
possible. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  new  drainage  systems  have  been  con¬ 
structed  under  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  siq^ervision  at  69  houses,  both 
new  and  existing. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  general  state  of  the  Rivers  and  Streams  in  the  rural  district 
remains  unchanged. 

The  degree  of  pollution  which  naturally  arises  due  to  the  absence 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  larger  villages  is  intensi¬ 
fied  during  the  summer  months,  and  it  is  learnt  with  a  feeling  of  frustra¬ 
tion  that  the  proposed  sewerage  seheme  for  the  Linton  parish  is  held 
in  abevance  bv  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  river  Bourne,  in  March,  some 
miles  down  stream  from  the  above  parish  at  a  point  used  by  the  Boy 
Scouts’  Association  as  a  swimming  pool,  showed  :  “  Presumptive 

coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis  =50.”  Of  this  number  50%  were  Of  faecal 
origin. 

The  possibility  of  discoloration  and  pollution  of  the  river  Granta,  by 
the  discharge  of  trade  effluent  from  the  Paper  Mill  in  the  parish  of 
Sawston,  has  now  been  greatly  reduced  due  to  the  constiMction  of  filter 
beds  adjacent  .to  the  sedimentation  tanks  at  these  works,  together  with 
the  diversion  of  the  effluent  from  its  original  point  of  discharge  into  the 
river  Granta.  This  effluent  now  passes  through  a  ditch  approximately 
a  mile  long  which  joins  the  Granta  at  Dernford  Bridge. 

One  complaint  has  been  reeeived  during  the  year  from  a  riparian 
owner  in  the  adjoining  rural  district,  to  the  effect  that  dead  fish  were  to 
be  seen  floating  down  stream.  Investigation  proved  that  this  was 
probably  due  to  the  abnormally  low  water  coupled  with  a  high  summer 
temperature. 

A  sample  of  effluent  was  taken  on  the  same  day  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  The  Analyst  reported  that  the  effluent  was  fit  for  discharge 
into  the  river  in  small  quantities. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  Council  now  operate  a  scheme  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
by  direct  labour  from  29  parishes  with  a  10  cu.  yard  Dennis  Dustcart. 

In  the  remaining  23  parishes  refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by 
private  Contractors. 

In  the  scheme  operated  by  the  Council,  collections  are  made  once 
every  month  from  19  parishes,  once  every  two  months  from  10  parishes 
and  once  a  week  from  the  hutments  at  Wimpole  Park. 

In  the  parishes  done  by  private  Contractors,  collections  are  made 
once  a  month  from  3  parishes  and  from  the  hutments  at  Little  Gransden 
and  Carlton  Green,  once  every  two  months  from  7  parishes  and  once 
every  three  months  from  13  parishes. 

Refuse  from  the  group  of  29  parishes  is  disposed  of  by  Controlled 
tipping  in  pits  at  Thriplow,  Bassingbourn  and  Sawston  and  from  the 
group  of  23  parishes  in  pits  at  Castle  Camps,  Linton,  West  Wratting, 
Gamlingay,  Barrington,  Balsham  and  East  Hatley. 

As  a  result  of  collecting  refuse  by  direct  labour,  more  frequent 
collections  are  made  and  a  greater  degree  of  supervision  is  possible  over 
the  method  of  controlled  tipping. 

It  was  found  that  where  dustbins  had  been  provided  the  collection 
of  refuse  was  more  speedy  and  hygenic  and  on  the  recomrnendation  of 
th^  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  Council  decided  to  provide  dustbins  to 
Council  Houses  at  a  charge  of  Id.  per  week.  As  an  alternative  tenants 
‘  were  given  the  option  of  purchasing  their  own  dustbin. 

In  the  interests  of  Public  Health  and  to  avoid  unsightly  and 
insanitary  accumulations  of  refuse,  it  is  recommended  that  considera¬ 
tion  be  given  to  the  Council  purchasing  an  additional  vehicle,  to  enable 
the  whole  district  to  be  done  by  direct  labour. 

Summary  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  for  the  year  commencing  1st  April,  1949,  and  ending  on  31st 
March,  1950  : — 


Estimated  refuse  removed  .  . 

.  .  1323  tons. 

Total  Mileage  travelled 

. .  io,941 

Cost  of  vehicle  per  mile 

9d. 

Cost  per  ton  (collection  and  disposal) 

.  .  19s.  lid. 

Estimated  number  of  clearances  .  . 

.  .  59,380 

Cost  per  clearance 

..  5.3d. 

Equivalent  to  3.8d.  rate. 


NIGHT  SOIL 

A  weekly  collection  of  night  soil  by  a  private  contractor  was 
continued  in  part  of  the  parish  of  Sawston,  The  area  dealt  with  con¬ 
tained  approximately  160  houses. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspeetions  earned  out  during 

1949 


Complaints 

Housing  : — 

General  Inspeetions 
Reinspeetions  . . 

Overerowding  . .  . .  , 

Infeetious  Diseases  : — 

Cases  Investigated  . .  ,  .  . 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfeeted 


235 


162 

373 

20 


73 

48 


Verminous  Premises  : — 
Premises  Disinfested 


1 


Water  Supply  : — 

Inspections  and  Investigations 
Samples  of  Water 
Chlorination  Tests 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 

Meat  Inspections 
Inspection  of  other  Foods 
Preserved  Food  Premises 
Bakehouses 

Catering  Establishments 
Shops  Act 

Factories  Act  — 

Mechanical 
N  on-Mechanical 

Moveable  Dwellings  . . 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing  . . 

Ditches,  Drains  and  Cesspools 
Sewage  Disposal  and  Survey  for  Enquiry 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Miscellaneous  Reinspeetions 


305 

132 


116 


13 

58 

70 

37. 

50 

78 


76 


26 

660 

145 

1388 

122 

37 


Number  of  Nuisances  and  Defects  found 
Number  of  Informal  Notices 


600 

332 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  : — 
Public  Health  Act 
Housing  Act 


3 

Nil 


10 


ets  connected  to 


Number  of  Nuisances,  Defeets,  etc.  remedied  : — 

(see  also  section  on  Cowshed  Repairs,  etc.) 

:  Chimney  Stacks  Repaired 

Dangerous  and  Dilapidated  Buildings  Demolished 
Ditches  Cleaned  Out 
Drains  Repaired . . 

Drainage  System  eonstrueted 
Dampness  Exeluded 
Floors  Repaired . . 

Food  Premises  Cleansed 
Food  Stores  provided 
Gutters  and  Rainwater  Spouts  Renewed  or  Repaired 
Plasterwork  Repaired 
Privies  Converted  to  Pail  Closets 
Pail  Closets  Converted  to  Water  Close 
Couneil’s  sewer 

Roofs  Renewed  or  Repaired  . . 

Refuse  Aceumulatiohs  Removed 
Sanitary  Conveniences  Provided 
Sanitary  Conveniences  Repaired 
Sanitary  Conveniences  Cleansed 
Staircases  Repaired 
Sinks  Provided  . . 

Stoves  Renewed . . 

Main  Water  Supplied  . . 

Water  Fittings  Repaired 
Well  Covers  Renewed  or  Repaired 
Walls  Rebuilt  or  Repaired 

Window  Sashes  and  Frames  Renewed  or  Repaired 
Wash  Coppers  Renewed  or  Repaired 
Miseellaneous  Repairs  . . 

•  Total 


10 

4 

4 
13 
69 

15 

5 

12 

5 
13 
30 

3 

3 
44 
10 

16 
9 
8 

4 

6 
17 
49 
12 

4 

6 

13 

6 

9 


399 


HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

I 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspeeted  for  housing 
defeets  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  162 

Number  of  Inspeetions  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  .  .  373 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 
gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ’  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  147 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  105 
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Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ; — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  . .  .  .  ....  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 


respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  .  .  2 

Housing  Act,  1936^ — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  — 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  .  .  .  .  . .  10 

Number  of  cases  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Section  155,  Housing  Act,  1936  and  Defence  (General)  Regulations, 
1939 

Number  of  licences  renewed  in  respect  of  unfit  houses  .  .  6 


Although  progress  has  been  made  by  the  erection  of  new  Council 
Houses  and  the  adaption  of  hutments,  many  families  still  remain  in 
sub-standard  houses,  that  cannot  be  repaired  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Due  to  the  low  rents  and  the  present  high  cost  of  repairs  it  is  only 
possible  to  get  owners  to  have  repairs  carried  out  of  an  urgent  nature, 
with  the  result  that  many  houses  are  getting  into  such  a  state  of  dis¬ 
repair  that  they  cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost  and  until 
legislation  is  passed  which  will  allow  owners  to  increase  the  rents,  these 
conditions  are  not  likely  to  improve. 

During  the*  year  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation,  which 
enables  Local  Authorities  to  make  improvement  grants  to  private 
owners,  but  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Act  are  such,  that  it  will  not 
materially  help  those  houses  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

During  the  year  urgent  repairs  have  been  carried  out  in  respect  of 
105  houses  as  a  result  of  informal  action  under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts,  1936. 
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The  number  of  new  houses  erected  by  the  Council  is  as  follows  : — 

1946— 26  1947—34  1948—68  1949—128  Total  256 

In  addition  families  have  been  housed  in  adapted  hutments  : — 

1947— 54  1948—156  1949—116  Total  316 

Also  in  1949  twenty-one  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enter¬ 
prise. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


During  the  year  the  following  lieences  have  been  granted  to  erect 
or  station  and  use  Moveable  Dwellings  for  periods  varying  from  six 
months  to  one  year  : — 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Little  Abington. 
Barrington. 
Bassingbourn. 
Duxford. 

Linton. 

Melbourn. 

Meldreth. 


5 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Saws  ton. 
Shingay. 

Steeple  Morden. 
Wimpole. 
Weston  Colville. 
Whittlesford. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Number  of  Milk  Producers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  98 

Number  of  Produeer  Retailers  . .  . .  . .  . ,  48 

Number  of  Non-Producer  Retailers  . .  . .  . .  25 

Of  the  above,  19  are  Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  and 
25  Accredited.  ^ 

Where  required,  Producers  have  been  given  advice  in  connection 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 
1936-46. 

During  the  year  65  inspections  were  made  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 
As  a  result  of  these  inspections  informal  notices  were  served  in  30  cases 


with  the  following  results  : — 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Altered  or  Repaired  . .  . .  '  9 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Cowsheds  Reconstructed  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  .  4 

Dairies  Reconstructed . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Milk  Utensils  Cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Dairy  Improvements  (Sterilizers  Provided,  Water  Supplied)  9 


October  1st  being  the  appointed  day  for  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  and  Dairies)  Act  1944,  saw  also  the  inception  of  a  spate  of  new 
Regulations  governing  milk  production  and  distribution  etc. 

The  transfer  of  supervision  of  milk  production  from  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  is  to  be  regretted. 

However,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  a  considerable  sphere  of 
activity  in  the  retail  side  of  the  milk  trade  and  it  is  still  incumbent  on 
him  to  see  that  the  consumer  obtains  a  wholesome  milk  supply. 

Sampling  of  milk  for  biological  examination  is  to  be  undertaken 
throughout  the  district. 
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(b)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938  : 


Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . .  3  4 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  Fish  Frying  . .  8 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  Sausage  Making  ..  21 

Number  of  Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Number  of  Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  49 


A  total  of  238  inspections  have  been  made  in  respect  of  Food 
Premises,  consequent  upon  which  informal  notices  have  been  served 
with  regard  to  the  following  : — 


General  Cleanliness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  6 

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Defective  Drainage  Systems  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Provision  of  Sinks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Provision  of  Hot  and  Cold  Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Provision  of  F ood  Store  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

General  Repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 


There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice-Cream  in  the  rural  district. 

In  so  far  as  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  apply, 
these  have  been  enforced  and  samples  of  Ice-Cream  obtained. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  samples  submitted  to  tj^e  Public 
Health  Laboratories  : — 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction  •  Percentage  of  Samples. 

Provisional  Grading  1948  1949 

Grade  1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44%  86% 

o  ^9  0/  T  0/ 

^  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  /Q  •  /O 

3  . 12%  Nil 

4  . 22%  7% 


The  increase  in  Grade  1  samples  is  doubtless  due  to  the  majority 
of  the  Ice  Cream  being  pre-wrapped,  better  storage  facilities,  together 
with  a  greater  degree  of  cleanliness  exercised  by  the  Retailers. 


Unfit  Foods  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  comprise  the 
following  : — 


Beef 

Lamb 

Liver 

Pork 

Bacon 

Eggs 

Cheese 

Sweets 

Butter 

Semolina 

Assorted  Food 


37|  lbs. 
14J  lbs. 
2  lbs. 
6^  lbs. 
17f  lbs. 
88 

8  lbs. 

5  J  lbs. 
2J  lbs. 
140  lbs. 
319  tins 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 


All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  centralised  Ministry  of  Food 
controlled  slaughter-houses  in  Cambridge,  apart  from  the  occasional 
slaughter  of  self  supplier  pigs  in  the  rural  district.  For  this  purpose 
private  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  and  improvements 
brought  about,  consequent  upon  which  13  slaughter-houses  are  now 
licensed. 

There  are  29  licensed  slaughter-men  in  the  rural  district. 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

One  complaint  has  been  received  of  offensive  smells  emanating 
from  the  animal  by-products  manufactory  at  Duxford.  This  was 
found  to  be  due  to  a  blockage  in  the  recently  installed  fume  elimin¬ 
ation  system,  otherwise  conditions  have  been  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
‘  tions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

• 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

26 

18 

» 

13 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

83 

58 

25 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(excluding  out- work¬ 
ers’  premises) 

Total 

109 

76 

38 

- — 

15 


/ 


2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


; 

Referred 

No.  of  cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

which  prosec  u- 

• 

Inspector 

Inspector 

lions  were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1<S 

14 

_ 

•  — — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

■ — 

• — • 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

• 

ture  (S.3)  ‘ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- - 

■ - 

— 

.  • 

— 

(S.4)' 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

— 

— 

(S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  • 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

2 

— 

» 

1 

— - 

defective 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

„  sexes 

—  ‘ 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

4 

2 

1 

Total 

• 

25 

IcS 

1 

2 

- - 

Of  the  above  factories  23  come  within  the  purview  of  Section  3-1 
of  the  Factories  Act  and  are  therefore  issued  with  a  Certificate  of  Ade¬ 
quacy  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

OUTWORKERS 

All  outworkers. in  the  district,  of  which  there  are  33,  are  engaged 
on  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

There  have  been  no  known  contraventions  of  Section  110  or  111 
during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

I  find  little  to  comment  upon  under  this  heading  as,  apart  from 
two  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  has  been  limited  to  less  important  illnesses  such  as  measles, 
whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever.  Scarlet  fever  was  particularly 
prevalent  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  mainly  in  the  parishes 
of  West  Wratting,  Sawston,  Duxford  and  Thriplow.  The  number  of 
cases  reported  is  abov6  the  average  but  scarlet  fever,  at  the  present 
time,  is  of  a  mild  type,  the  illness  trivial,  and  accurate  diagnosis  ditficult. 
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At  one  time  scarlet  fever  was  a  severe  illness  responsible  for  many 
deaths,  and  although  there  is  no  present  indication,  a  reversion  to  the 
older  virulent  type  is  possible. 

No  cases  of  diptheria  were  reported.  Diphtheria  immunisation  is 
now  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  and  I  am  unable  to  give 
any  figures  as  to  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year. 

In  Table  1  the  number  of  notifications  received  is  shewn  in  age 
groups  and  in  Table  11,  for  comparison,  the  numbers  notified  during' 
each  of  the  l^ist  ten  years. 


I. 

I  '  .  . 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  arranged  under  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

At  /\g 

es—  A^ears 

• 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital 

x: 

4-3 

-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

• 

45- 

•Q 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ' 

•  1 

■ — 

Measles 

341 

9 

29 

27 

34 

31 

158 

39 

3 

8 

2 

1 

2 

- — • 

Whooping 

Cough 

130 

10 

17 

14 

13 

21 

46 

5 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

— 

2 

3 

5 

5 

32 

9 

2 

5 

4 

1 

_  J 

23 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

•  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

: — 

2 

1 

■2  , 

— 

6 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

, 

— 

« 

— 

Totals 

.551 

19 

48 

44 

52 

58 

239 

53 

o 

17 

9 

5 

2 

29 

7 

II. 


Diseases 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Poliomyelitis 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Measles 

■  . .  — - 

134 

681 

25 

256 

‘  95 

.535 

132 

111 

405 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

57 

73 

92 

112 

56 

•  62 

96 

91 

96 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

12 

5 

17 

10 

13 

6 

13 

13 

32 

Pneumonia 

18 

13 

20 

6 

11 

3 

13 

3 

2 

9 

Typhoid  and  Para¬ 

. 

typhoid  fevers 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“  -  . 

— 

; - 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

•  2 

2 

- - 

•  1 

1 

— 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


Age  ^ 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  . 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  .... 

• 

1  .... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

* 

— 

— 

« 

5  .... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

5 

2  ' 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

45  .  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .  .  ,  . 

15 

4 

6 

5 

2 

1 

— 

There  were  no  deaths  of  non-no tified  cases.  No  action  has  been 
necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1935,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

ARTHUR  MORGAN,  m.a.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h.,  ’ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Crompton  tionSf  Ltd,,  Primtort,  Sawston,  Cambridge. 
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